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ABSTRACT

AUTHOR: Brian P. Mullad>x, LTC, A'..)

TITLE: Corversat ions w.ith a Soviet Officer -- Towards a
More Balanced Yiew of History

FORHAT: Individual Essay

DTE: 15 April 85 PAGES: 7 CLASSIFICATIOI: Urcl ssifie,

i,rjIle assigned to the U.S. Military Liaison Missior in
Pc.-tsdam, East Germany, the author h.d sev.,eral coriver-sa.tions

th S,,,et off icers concernring the Second .orl , i'ar,
Euilding on this experience, the Soy iet versio r of t-,e w r
is presented using a. variety of Soviet sources and
emphasis ing differences with the Western version. The
author then di scusse- the pro blems ,ii th both .ersions and
concludes that the truth is sometvhere betieen the tv..o
accounts. The most serious problem is that our ceempaasis
of the Grea.t Patriotic I..ar has a lotI ed U.S. Armyrrr.v off icers to
over-look the ma.jor carrp.g.ins. and ma. fri course o- the ,. i = _
twell as fa. il to study the ta.ctics, stra.ktegy, :rdq -:.,ctrire :
:,ur most pol.,.erful potential enemy todar. [ii 1 i tar-y offi cers
need to knoi., this .r far. better than they. dc
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Conversations with a Soviet Officer -- To.jarrds a More

Balanced Y.iew of History'

'To be a successful soldier you must know history .... What you must know is how man reacts. Weapons

change but man who uses them changes not at all, To win battles you do not beat weapons -- you beat

the soul of the man of the enemy man.' -- Letter to Cadet George S. Patton IV from his father (6 June

!944) (1)

'If you want a new idea, read an old book.' -- An anonymous historian (2)

I ri 1, 80 1I vas ass. i ired to the Li. E. -1i 1 :.._nr -v Li E. i.o

Mi ss on n Pot s.dar, Ea.st Germany. As a. L ia. ison Of fic er to

C- - Grcup of So.,i e t Forces i n Ge rnar >, GSFG) * I ha.,d sr,

cF. ort r sh ared by ver, fei.., U.S. Arri,? o- i cer s to ergage

Jr, frequer t conv,ersat ions v.. i th Soviet off icers . Trese

c,. or tur:; t j e s occur-red at both 4-rTm 1 .nd i r ,rrm r s-:,- i Z.I

+urr,_ ti o r!.m. a- Ete I a E in the conduct of bu!.ine =<s. M "ost

Sov.i e t of i cer s were urcorfor ta lIe in the preser;:_-e of

.esterr ner and vi.ere u.-.j a, I 1 re :j, tar t t-, a C-us - Br-,- top ic

I:.1 th p,:,l I t c -. I oer tcres . Ho,,e ,.,er , one off icer did not sh

a. . r rc'rn cortr, ro.e r-i IsubJects and t'as P :r t icul ar

inter es-ted in the Les tern "i nterpretat i on" of e,.ent.s

current as wjell as historical . I made it a point to -ir,_gIe

hi rr out i.'heneer p,.=-s i ble to he r the "Pussiar; vieU,,pc int" - r

e,.ent of the d?. r.rj'nan from Afr r i star, :rd Poland to tl.e

q u. it,, of the G3FG Dependent School S.'terr,, He a 1 ''c w h.n
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an opinion. Often our conversa.tions conce-rned eert= iuhit:

had occurred during the Second World War. This. was natura.l.

He knew I was interested in this period for it was a time of

cooperat on and collaboration bet.,een our countries and

armies. There were several pictures around the walls of the

Mission Residence of American nid Ped Arm.. soldiers

celebrating the meeting of forces along the Elbe r iver- in

April, 1 945. Furthermore the Mi 1 itary Miss ions themselves

were ar, outgr-ow.th of the ..a.r-.

His. remarks about the Second WJor d Wa.r, bothered me

because, although some of w.hat he seid is completely fadse.

rr,,:h c,+ i t i s. correct. More important, the Su iet vers i or,

of the ,,.r h.s somehol,,i become 1 ost i n trne Les t . I t i S

si rr, 1'- his tory we d, rio,:t teach ir our s,cho:,ols.. The I, e:

oviet asser ti ons are either miss ing or, ccm; iete. °

deemph .s i zed i n our stud>. of the Wa.r yea rs v..Ias a. 1 so

thered the t s:, +e,., L, .- r rry cf icers h.ae e ver been

e.-poed to the Soviet version of the twiar. More than

a r'th r- else the e- .,ren ts surround nirig the Second [or 1 d tlar

h e ,r :,,. i de J the bas s f:or our re 1 t ion S.h i p k.., i th th e

So.,,ets for the pa.st for t >. ears.. Their ir terpretatcr, c-f

these e.-er ts has much to do i i th the wiay th.ey see u E tci.--.

No matten ho'., strongil y t,,e disagree, .e carrot ai the fact

that a+ter June 15.41 Russia . was the principal theater of the

Secor,d l, :rld War. and the startl ing f.ct that 54 per cent of

German rnrr casul ties_: su fered beti-eer, Jure 1941 and

December 194-' occurred or the Eastern Front alone. That

• .- .- , -> . • ._ .>. i ., - .. . ". -



figure is based on documents w,.,e captured from the

Germans.(3) Given these facts, how do the Russians view

the war?

The Russian Officer's Version of the Second Whorld War:(4',

The first thing you hear from a Russian is that the Soviet

Union that won the war aga inst Germany. The. feel that our

war on the W.estern Frcnt was rr inor , e..n di v.er.si or y in

nature, compared to what wes happening and, for the most

part, hac alreedy happened on the Eastern Front. Not oni>'

were the contributions of the U.S. artd Grest Eritain

ins igr ificant in compe.rison wit the S,:cviet eff4crt, the

efforts came later than promised and far 1later ths, needed,

According to the So ie.,iets, the typical Ar ericer thinir -. r.

L:rld Iar II as "V,.ictory at Sea," the invasion at Norman&-x

and tre Battle of the Eulge -- a. war f , , irn co ' t ocd or

someone else's 60o il. To the Soyiet, The Great Fetrictic Wcr

ee twenty mi1 ion 1 ivyes ios.t to a he.ted aggressor in a.

desperate str-;gle fo- the very su-., n a' &C'o the hcmelarid,

Foliticall.y and ideologically, the Greet Patriotic Oar w'as

war w ithin a war -- a war ap art Zrc'mq arc :ots r~ fL-,K-

and mo l y 1 .bo.e, the 4cr1d a..r among imp eri 1Et po.ers .

The Eye o the Second .cr 1 d iWar

For a Fussiani, the Second iiorld Wiar was an inevitable resul t

of W..estern i mper ial ism. The ecc no mic i l.s in the West which

h93: c asec the First Wcrl 1d .ar had not been elimnr ated.

s"
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Both Germany and Japan wanted to destroy the Soviet Un ion

and divide its territory between them. They also wanted

colonies, markets and raw materials trh ch belonged to their.

rivals -- England, France and the United States. The

aggressive tendencies of Germany, Italy and Japan were not

discourged by the Western imperi.a,!st powers. In fa ct,

there is evidence to indicate that aggression was encoura age

so long as i t was directed from Gerrma.iny into the E.stern

countr eE. W..hen the Germans bega n to talkV of the need t,

find "Lebersraurr," (l iving space) in the East and, at the

same time, free Europe +rom the "danger s of E::,_ ,,s=he,..i is ,"

there ,.as a sympathetic reaction in rn.ry rul inf.l_ circles ir,

the W.e= t . For exa:.mple, when Gerrmany mar-ched into Aus tri4. to

"un ify " the German lands, in 1.938. Engl and, Fra_:nce a.rd the

U.S. quicI.>, recogrnize- the takevc,.,er. The o,., iet Union i , s

the loude.-t ,.oice critici-ing Hitler"s aggressior and asked

cr n an i nterrat i on al1 conf erence to f i nd ,a.>1 s to gu r .n ntee

the inde per, dence of other thresatened coun tr es. The 1eestern

Po er s , un, cr tur tel , had dec i ce d tc a d:-p t .-. -c. 1 i c> of

bar. r g r ir,; i,,th Hi tl er-. Th i s ercoura.te d cer m r, to 1 c, i ,

the direc t i cr, of C zec hc s o,..k i a. Germany demar,,_e d

Czechoslo.a.kFi a gi i,e up thle S''deter lrand (c lear I > a par t o

the s-o,.ereigr, state of Czechos I o,..,. ia . or, the prete.:t that

it, too, t. a a part of the "German land-s Aga.in , the

Sov!et Union raised its voice in defense cf the peoples of

Czechosloa i a and eten posi tioned a significant part of its

armed fcrce s to help the Czechs defend the ir country fr.-, r.

"-:.. , .' ,.i,-'................i1,|......... .". . . .. . ..



German aggress ion. Again, however, the governments of

Erigland and France, arxious to appease Hitler, told the

Czechs the. would not give them any military support agairst

Hitler • , Along with the United States, En gland and France

demanded the Czechs give in to Hitler. In spite of the

patriotic feel ings of the Czech peoples, the Western Po,.,ers

increased their pressure on the bourgeois Government of

Czechos-.oak..i a nei ther to resi st nor to accept the help

offered b-,. the S,,viet Union.

Hc,.ek.., er , the Wesetern Fo-..ers tere sti 11 warr. ied th.t the

Soviet Union might try to block Gerrrasny" s seizure o+

O-e r o , c' .a .rland therefore cal led 4cr a r a: i-t -' ilet

agreement at the e .pense of the Czechs. Or, 29 a nd 30

Se ptember , 15'38, Hi tIer, Mu ss ol in i , Ch am mber a. in a.nd D.I a.d ier

met i n Nun i ch . The meet ing deci ded ho., Czecho. ova, i ai wcu 1 d

be d i smer, ered. Betr.ay i rig their o.,in people, the rulers o4

Cz e -has , ._k i -. a.:r-, Vree . Th i w tuas an obvious betra.yI s irice

tre Cz--ch-s. cou ld ha .e mob i I i zed se..en ty di v i s aon= corr .red

to, cr :,. +i + tw t woto. i r, Ge r..rrn . But they di d rat resist.

t,,:, h-h the Un, ted State= did not part ic i p.te directY.: in

the tu;,s c :,r ee er , i t approved t-e the re.sul ts. The aP is a-.

t;r e Le s ter r, F- oers at .uri ch Al.ere c 1 ear- aappe-s e H tl er s.:;

that he i,.ould reno-urce aggre=sion in Weterr EuJrape ard

i nstea d turn e-as.ts,.!ar d where he woul d surel .>-sta.rt .. i..er

aga n s t t h e So,., i e t Ur, i on . The p1 n bc k 4 i red. By

atterptr to turn, the Fasci sts agairst the S-viet U icnr

the etern Po.,ers onyI increased Hi tler s appeti te. In

- - . o .- -- • . .• , j • . - •



.larch, 1939, Hitler seized the remaining part c+

Czechosi ovk i a. Bohemia and Mor'avIa became Ge rman

_.prctectorates, ard a. puppet gover rrer t ,s crea.ted in

"independent" Slovakia.

After. German,, seized the Li thuanian port of Merrel ard

demr oed Poland ha n o.,er. Danzig, and the Italian Fa-scist

i r; k., nvk or of & b r, la, the - i - t err ',e r were i r 1 . f cr. e Z

to change their tactics. First., the-." gi.. assurances to a

nurb- r of Europe an : r J rt r. i e .u, i rc 1 ud n r ci ad. , i r, c se c .9

German atta.c or, them. Second, Engl and and France entered

in to nre go,' t i at i ons i t h the So' v i t Uin o n n or der to ccr,, 1 ute

a .trer n a piact of mutuz ind in C&E c +c

;r-Est o;. The p:-1 icies B-o lov.ted b, both the Iestern

Po er s and the F s:ci st st _tes hd led to a dee-r,_-,c, te

c:n± i c t c4t r, ter es ts vh ic h rma_,dJe Op-n wa.r. be tb-een them

neAr 1 , ir, e,., i t . I e. E,,cr; s,, the Go,metr, s_ of Enil ard ani

Fr r:, r ef u-Eed to ac cce p t a .r, t rre t h the So,,, i et l r,

ta:e:, on pr irc iples o e;ua ! It.,- ar;,: l reciproci t+.v. 1,'h,. t

f I oed i s or, e c the mcist rr: s un d,:er Stood .;er iods,-r- in the

hstO- . P cE-,:iet nIn, r; HIstc r ier,= ir the b'es. c- or,-

tre '- : et r, I,, r, Id n o t rr, s. uf e _uif-ficient e'- 4 o r t to c, r! c i u-c e

ar, agreemen t w th Er gl ard- rid Frar, ce. The.. descr 'be the

s.gr, i r:g of the C -year .cn- - ;r e s in c.r FBct be t er, RuS i a

a nd Germrr,,v or 2--3 Aus it 1 Q as some n nd of unr,je, har:ded

ber r a I c,4 ,, cr Id peace. : e As. e'.er y Pus-s s i an ..,i 1 tell y u,

nothi r could be fur ther -from the truth.

I e t t in, r-, s E . r, Er i t n F r a r c e a. ri d t h e S i e t L i ,

• - --- -" -• - -- • - -- i- " 1



According to Soviet claims, in March, 19'3', the So:.,iet Uri cor,

could clearlIy see German"'s intentions to a. tta.ck Folana. It

was simply a que-stion of when the a ttack wlouId occur arid

whether. Germany would then continue her- aggress ion to the

East or turn ar ound and la.unch a wes tiward attack. It was a

fear o the I atter that caused -r it. in and France to enter

into n cotia.t ion- vii th the So.),iet Ln ion.

The U'E-h C: ere, : . tr ied to r.ea ch an agreement.

H-.ve,''er, the E:r i t ih and French did not see the dancer as

c le:r I.. The . tried to s.addle the So-,-iet Union .ij th

crmmi tmer; t_ s ,.h i ch wcu 1 d i neu i tabl v drak. the US'--:I: in to a .ar

I..... th Germ.n> . They tried to obt ir a guaran tee of Sc-,, e t

a i d i n t he ev,., e n t cf Ge r r ' a;.- " s t u r n i nQ t w ie B tv.a r d, w. i t h Ou t arl

ccomm i tment. on their part if the So,..i et Ui i or 'er e a.ttacked.

Not o 1 y were the lie -te r n Pow-ker s i n i. r,,cere , the P-...,ere

cocinduct i rig secret t !k.s at the a...rr, e time i n Londc n dur. i n

t he June and Auou.st 1 '3' in or der to -fc-rorr, cl -lo c-Germrnr,

a.I I i ar, ce c inst the o,i e t Un i o ,

Al though e,.,e r.,, minute co unted, the Er it i sh a..rd Frercr

deIecat onr, s did not .fly to Mc scow, nor did te e,,er ta.e a

fst ship'. The>. ar r i ted or, 10 August aboa rd a very -I o1:.)

passe, er-fre i gh ter fr or, London to Le rngr -,. Then i t

turned out these I,J.le =tern del e get i , on F ere ma-, de up cf

second-level cff ic .i a-s -ho could eirei ther de cide any oital

mi I i t..r is-=ues nor sicn ary agreement. The Soviet

delegation, headed t. Ger.era-l t.Jcr o-shi I,:,,, cutil ined deta.i led

p1 ars for Soviet rr,i i tar. operat i ons in the e ent H itler

9



false premises, wo_-,uld st H:fen the Sovi et w 1 I*" 7 Thus,

aI trioucth the Pu L z i jar w-s correct that there wa..s a. pub! i c

pledge, the w,,estern version is also correct in that

Roo=eelt had been pressured by the Russians into a

"prom i se" t i e . k re. he c ou 1d not keep sc. they could offer

some th jr,o to their wa r- .. ear > people and, probab I1, to . i an

futur e ba r ;a nig point. '5:')

HPIe er , A shr t art icle i s. s imply not the mredu m to

r, -,e-t za te sJch charoes. and counter-charges. The

ccirrisp. r ies or c, n o+ si- e r.s , of ,,or I d h istc! r .,- into a +:e!' pges

omi t s more tha n a fe, de t a i I s. . Boo k s ha.,.e Leen ,.r. i t ten

about near I .. eye r>- Para.-graph i n the S,'., i e t v:er. E on . s I h.a e

cE-zr, ite:,ed t and the "truth" rr,A, , ne er tie kr o ,..tr. At be .. t

the S;c,v iet version i . a.n ac:ur ate "Sc, iet ers i or" in it s

m s t ba- i c form, in s.pir i t and Jn slant. If I hve changed

as>t n-;rig, t i- tlh at I ha c-.ve s.tr-e-sed the pc, ints C, +

cc, r, trad c t i or v i th the westerr ver ni r rid I ha,,e edi ted out

the eerpresent "puppet-c'f-the-imper i I.st-pe-r.ser" phrases

tra t I..'esterrers +ind so unpl: atable. Since 1 ', ten

tr.arsla...t i rig -from the Puss i jarI ngue e, the tr Arsl t i or is

rot :orng'.-te .iust becea.se the '..r d_ are chanoed to En-I s.

E'.'en v, i th s uch a summa.r iZ e d h ist or of the a...!.r , s .er a.

probi erms are ev i dent ,i th the Sov i et .,er. or. =. v. .i t h e .'er

vers ior, of Soviet hi stor., the hi stor iars h.Ave tried hard toc

avoid the "mistAke" of "bourieois obbjecti,.,is.rr,," Bourgeois

objectiv i sm is something w.,jhich occurs. when histor. ians,

".,jhi Ie i gn,_cr in g the concrete histor i ca. 1 setting, attempt t-

lI



Problems with the Soviet Version:

The Soviet Officer. would not be happy i.,,ith this

rendering of his version of the war. He would claim that I

have omitted many elements of proof he gia've me, and have.,

therefore, weakened the Soviet's "case." For. example, he

told me that President Truman admitted he stopped the

lend-lease operation on the day the I.ar in Europe ended ard

th..:t sh i ps enrou te to Russ i a even turned ar ound. Yes,

Truman does admi t sign i rig the order to end 1 end-l ease and

wrote in his memoires "The manner in which the order tas

e ecu t , was urfor. tun ate. Croile y. [Fcreign Economic

Adrrm.inistr ator) interpreted the order- I ter, al l ar,d pla-ced _=n

embargo on a 1 1 s-hi pmen ts to Ru ss i a and to other Europea.r

nat i ors, Pen to the e .. ten t of h;,.i ng some of the ships

turned r ound and brought back tc' Amer i can ports for

un Ioa.di n . The Br i t i sh were the hardest hi t , but the

Russ ia.ns i n terpr eted the move as e spec i a.1 1 X a. i med ..t

them." (5; The So..i et Officer would hak.,e a s :e d asbout c t in

his e,.,idence of Roose,el ts promise for. a Secor, d Frc:rt in

19 42. And yes, dur ng his 29 Ma:- 1942 meet in, ii th ;i-. et

Fore ign M i n i s ter M 1 o t o,, , Ro'o'seve 1 t di d auth cr i ze c o I c .t c

"to inform Mr. Stal in tr, a.t twe expect the form-t i on of a

seco, d front this year." (6) Des pite M a.rshal a fe.ars, the

president insisted that the 1942 date be included in the

pub 1 i c an r, -un c eme r t . He app a r er t ' f eI t , i r, the wo'rds c rds o1

.aCharle o 1 e_= E,., rr, that "encoura,_ement , ere when, based on

32-
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tran 1-76 divisions. In the war ag.ainst the USP, Germ-ry

had lost 10 million men, which constituted three-quarters of

overal I losses in World War I,
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July, 1945, the USA, England and China demarded Jaar s

uncorditional surrender , When Japan refused, the Sov iet

Government, having already abrogated the Soviet-Japanese

neutral ity agreement on 5 April 1l945, announced to the

other three powers that the USSR would enter the war agairst

Japan.

On 9 August , in response tc Al 1 lied call s for

assistance, 1.5 million Soviet troops in the Far East

l aunched an c 4 fenve _agai rt the Ja.panese K.-rntur' Arms.

The sh ip of the Pacific Fleet and the troops of the

People R Pepubl ic of Mongol ia jocined the offenive . t the

same time. By the end of August, the Red Army had torce:

the Japarese frcm r n chur ia, So ut hern '.khal a in, the Kuri le

Islalnds, ard North Korea. As the So"iet Un ion wes prepar in

to en ter the var with Japan, the Americar s dropped two

atomc bombs, or 6 and 9 August, or the Japianese cities V,

Hiroshm . end Nagasa.ki, killing and maiming a quar ter of a

mill i of the inhabi tarts. T, s, the S:cviets sa", w a.

b,rbr c ex.mpl e cfo the use of an a cmi c we apc'n , rct

pr owoked b. rl i tar . r ecess. a '. Ey droppin g the bmbs or,

the Jepane= e cities, the LI.S. was. tryirig to r Ighten the

ent ire or ld, especi ally the So.iet Uni on.

The Secon: 1.crl1 d i ar ,h ch las ted six ye.ars_, ended

with the complete defeat of the Fascist aggressors. The

Soviet armed forces, in the course of the wier, had destrc'.ed

506 1/2 German div siors ard 1011 divisions belocnging to

German setell tes. The All es, ho.e',er, destro>'ed no more
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troops in a very difficult position. Responding to a. 6

January, 1945, request for help from Prime Minister

Churchill, the Red Army launched a large-scele offensive on

12.January, eight days earl ier. than planned. As a result,

the Germans cut short their attack on the l.lestern Front end

began moving divisions wi th al 1 speed into the bettle or the

Eastern Front. The par-allel bet.,een Stalin's response to

r-equest for help and the Al lied response to a request c:-

Second Front is not stated but is ob-ious.

In the fort- daxs of the 1945 w inter offer-.,e, the Red

Army. dr-o,..e the German Fascists from three hundred torsnE-

took more t her 2,400 ra i l vLy st t rio n , s i zed .bc .J t

hundred muni t on- f..ctcrie.-- end took pr isoner more the.'n

350 ,000 enemy officers Eand rr:n,

Or 1, pr i 1 Sc''',,iet Forces viere in pl ace to beg in the

fin. e.=s-.-ul t, the etteack cr: E:er 1 in. The troops c.m,rrjmended-

bw I. r sh _ 1 1 s an v end one met - i ercc res -t , nce . r, 2?

." i1 tte so i e r s o f t h e 1 s t B ye I o r u s s i e r n .r, d 1 s t U r a ! r, i r,

-:rt-- meet'n:, ' , the reig, cr, of Rc tsd. 4rr,, s ur. ro urdd i II t c-

er, em., r es in E: er 1 i r,. r, the River Elbe , nea.r the tc.' r, c,

Tr Qi;,i unitst cf t r Lz rr ; r rt rme t up t i thr ur, i ts

c f trne 1s-t o.mer car, Hrm, . r, 2 1Ir. te e E:er 1 ,r, Q r. r i s csr,

surrendered and H i t er cornm tte suicide. The Sc., iet tr,c, p F

took pr i soner a S e c or, d g r ou o of m c, r e t h Qn Z: , 0 0 G e r rr e r,

soldiers end officers in the E:erl in regior.

A1 though the Greet Fetr i ot ic ber .was over , the Second

,ior d I.r h ed nct er, ded e.i t h the def et of &ermen . In
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The Battle of Kursk, in the Soviet view, made Hitler's.

defeat inevitable.

Between 28 November and I December, 1943, Stalin,.

Roosevelt and Churchill met in Teheran and, over Churchill's

opposition, decided to open the Second Front in Western

Europe in May 1944. From the Soviet viewpoint, it was clear

that the USSR was now.... capable of defeat ing Germany w i th i ts

or forces and the Americans were just as interested in

est lishi r their influence (and ,at the sare time,

M ock irg Sr,'iet influence) in L.destern Europe as they were in

tak in pressure off the Red Arm'.-.

Fira l 1y, tw.'o years 1 . te, the Anglo-Amer ican troops

commarde d by General Eisenhower lande- i n Normandy , met with

practicall> no opposition and ad'an-ed i nto the heart of

France. Almost s imultareous with the Normandy operation, .

mass i e Soviet offensive cleared By-elorussia of Germsnr

+Cr ce - and utterly destroyed Gerrmar Army Group "Cer ter. " At

the call of the French Communist Party, an armed upr i-ir:

begar on 19 Augus t ard defeated the Fascist forces n Paris.

In a fe" days the Allied forces er tered Paris wh ch had

al read. been l iber.ated by. the Patriots.

In [ecember, 1944, there were 204 enemy di... isior , IEC:

of them German, on the Eastern Front. Or, the Wlestern Front

fewer than seer ty German divi sion-s opposed the

Arig -"mer ican troops. Howeer , e,'en wi th these l imi ted

*,rces , Hi tler was abl e to org.ni ze a counter-attack on the

W.estern Front in the Ardernes , uh i ch put the Anr, o-Aner i car

. .... iii 'i.i



war, but Staliingrad was the psychological and pc itIcZl

turning point.

However , there was an a.greemen t , a " pr cm i se to oper

Second Front in Europe. In 1942' the US:.# and England haa

enormous mi i tary and technical reser.ves +or wagirig war in

Europe. Besides that, sever, t> per cen t of the Germar Arm,.

twa.,s concer, tr ated on the Easter-n fr or t . Hc .euer , ther e ".a-

ro Seco , n d Fr- or.t in 194.-. A rd there w,,,as ro Second Fr.cnt ir

194$. The Sov iet s are ver-y b lurt about this. The e.

November, 1942', All ied 1anding nd ard m 1 i r ry oper at i ors r,

North Air ica did not cause Germany to moe ore di' is ior from

the Eia ter. r, Fr or, t . In the i r .,er s i, m, the kle- terr. P ,,iers

de I i t e .t e 1 . de c e e d the ,- i e t , . T e U.. a :

Er; c ar, d pr e -e redc! t o "tatch " th e c:urse c, k er: t F r ._

e- pec ted e::ha,-ust i or to s- t i r or. tct.h i des. - the

Puss ians see it, and are t.au'gtt tod_ . to see it, the di I

ir o pen r, i; t ,e Secrnd Fror t or1 , c s t p r, ed Hi tier - c e et

an j cond-mr, red mi I I1 i ons mor e tc, deE, th. For three .v.e r.s the

:c:,-,iet U r, i or, +cu g rt p-,ractial? . ,or her c, i ac,'r:st Hi tler s

4 cr c e =.

Pc, 1c t h e _ he i r at Eta? I r,.gr ad the c t :-r.

la unched success ful offer ,ues agai r, st ."ursi , -.rko,, ar,d

the E:s n r, of the con . From July 1 542 to Febr u -r 1 'C43 the

Germans, according to the Fuss i ars, Il o-t appr- 'ima tel >- orie

ar, d a half I4ll ion men k il led arid wourded. In the later

ca mpaigrs of 19'43, near. r ::. ti,-th irds of the So', iet soil

ter, a,rr. ily occupied by tlhe Fas cist s had beer, liberated.



during the first critical year of the war, they had 1 ittle

practical significance for the Soviet Lnion. In f act, ir

the spring of 1943 the Lnited States and Great Britain

suspended their del ivery of supplies to the northern port .=

of the LISSR and did not start them up again until eight

months later. Delays such as this occurred repeatedly and

cr W_ ,y impaired relations with the Allies. worse vet

Lend-Le Se suppl ies were . rijptly. ter- rated +he e7- da,

the war ended, and some ships or the way to the USSR were

actual ly turmed back. The promise of a massi.e

reconstruction loam was broken.

Although casualty figures differ greatl y bet'ween the

Germ;, -. _:::csnts and those of the Red Army or the E sterr,

Fr:wt, the basic accounts of the ferocit: of <ghting and

the magnitude of the battles from the E.r est for tresss

through Smol ensk, . i e, and on to Odessa, Mosccw, Leningrad

and, eventually, Stal ingrad are not in dispute. Clearly the

Ba t tle for Moscow brought an end to the I egend of the

"n incile" German Army. It was the first gre.t dsie_: t a-

Hi tler s forces i r the whole course of the war.

One wil not hear or read much about the tattles on trie

Eastern Fr.rt in lestern acccunts of the war. Eut there is

nc question that the heaviest burden of fighting the Germr-

fel l squarely on the shoul ders of the Red Army. Normnd.:--

was never the turning point of the Second Worl 1d War. The

Battle of Stal irgrad alone deserves that honor. The battles

for Vurs and Evelgorod were the decisiye battles of the

- .. .... . ,,.- ,. ,



the European countries it had already occupied. The Germans

were fully mobil ized and already had two years of combat

experience. Since the Germans had no other pressures on

them in the West they were able to concentrate the bulk of

their armed forces on the Eastern fr.ont. The Germans were

fighting side by side with forces from Italy, Finland,

Pum-an . ia, and Hunga.r ard ,.ere rece i v i ng as we 1 1 aid from

JapaBn , Spa i n, Bu 1 g.r i a ard Turkey. Add i t i on a I', the

ps.b= I ity" of a sudden attack from Japan forced the So' iet

Ccr, mrand to mintain armed forces ready," in the Far. East ?.s

.,eII as in the Caucasus to block a possible attack.,

The German attack' on the So''- et Lri or w cr eeted ,it

undisguised glee in re..actcnr. circles of te U',te- £t.z+e
_-4 . .ri r.. . . ...):;r , c irc o U , +

and Engl arid. Cl ear.l , i t vaes. felt, the USE- -: be tIei

ih i te s +-B re._ul t of the iar :rid b rcme deperider, t cr, the

!estern Foiters. _Hc.we.er, there ,..,ere still p,I iti c ar, =  ir,

the ... and Engl and vho real i zed that co I at.r at t - r 1 oi t h

t h e U:.S P. R , a s. i n t h e 1 o r, o- t e r m i n t e r c f t = o + t h e i r cu j r, t r I e B

At the 1osco, tIhr, ee-p ower cc, nfer erce , the LI--'ER U'-.

En.i arnd agreec t o i nc 1 ude the So' i e t Ur i or, i n t he Le r, .:-Le ?

r' t . Add i tion a y , the LI-AU ave the So. i e t L, I -r, e It it

the arrount of 1 ,0O0 rlu 1l1 ion dol lars. The UER v:S ull j suppi d

the U.S . and Eng alnd with ra.., material s for w.ar. product ior,

The WJest has made f+ar tc' much out of their support

thr ouoh the Lend-Leasie Act. The surp p I es of run i t i cns ar a

i,,r a t e r ia s i, -re r r e u ar , there i-ere Iong delaYs an,

" ." . - ' - ." . .:L _ . • . . . .. . .i-- : .. ,_ . i. : . --- i. i v -- :



betrayed the French nation. Paris was declared an "oper,

city" and surrendered to Hitler without a fight. Also in

June, Italy entered the war and began her offensive in North

Africa three months later.. German troops joined the

Italians and, in the spring of 1941, the Fascists began an

offensive in Libya. Howv,,ever, there were no reserves

at'ailable for the offensive in North Africa since the

Germans already were concentrating their forces to attack

the Soviet Union.

In preparing for this. att. ck, Hitler e=ta.lished

control over Rumania. (October 1940,: and sub.iug. ted Hurar.

under the rule of the Fas. cist 4dmi rA.1  Hcrthy>.. Tre German.s

entered Eulgar ia (March 1541) and in Apr i1 , 15'4'a U E- . .v

arid Greece were occupied and dismembered. In the S_- r:g o f

'., almost the entire Eurolpean continient had beer oerur

b.. Hi tler . The Gerrrani s had ac qluired enorrc,us reserves o+

bc.th mer, arid rrateri. 1 s. Ard r o Hitler lo,k,L:ed to: the East.

The rre.a.t Pztr iotic U..ar

On the morning, c, 22 June , 1941, Germanr,.'-  attacke,. the :ro, t

Ur, icr. titr 19'0 di.,is ions., The fr,-,nt-I Ir, e urits o the Ped

Ar rr,f::. 4ought under the rrcs t di f f i cu 1 t c ,: i t i ons. s- iur irig

the se early da/s the Ped Arm,... had to f i oh t a Ic.-,e g. i n : t

Germany and her a 1 ies. The Fa scists took ad,..r, taoe of

their. superiority in men and equipment. The German econom.

had, up to the mormrent of attck, been directed towards v.,ar

produ-t i or. German., had at i ts dispos.l the resources, of

'i
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three weeks of fierce fighting defea.ted the Finnish ared

forces. It is important, the Soviets stress, that the--,

ended the war and signed the peace treaty on the same eda --

12 March, 1940. Thus the Russians 1 imited themselves to

making o nl> the "min mium demands " consistent wi th secur it .

of the border area.

For sever monrths after the invasion of Pol. rid there was

virtually no m lita ra activity or, the Western Frort.

A though the rescurces of France and England were fa.r

superior to thcne of German>, the W4estern FoPers. kept true

to their. Munich poliic-!. and led Hitler to bel ice he .- ulid be

lc lot.'ed free hand in the E -e-t. This period is r ;Chtfull .

c. 1 led "The Phone War" , '.en In the West.

In Apri l, 1940, Hi tler "s fo.rces oc ,upied Nar.,.'& rd

Denmark vhich proided further proof of the failure of the

M ur: i ch pI0o i ,c . Ch .r, Ler .I r, iw.Js,+o r. ced to r es ,r, eand i.'

repla.Iced b-. Chur ch i 1 1 . n Ma : the Germans sei zed the

Netherlands,. Belgium anc Lu :emrtbour;. Ha .inQ pa s sed no rth c-

the Hig i not L i re , they pushed to the Nor th Se a, a.r.,d c re 1

coast driv Ing approx i ma tel y 340 ,000 E:r i t ish tr cops be: to

the se? .t Dunk i rk k . Hi t er sto p p.,e d his s ,-,ar, ce ar,d :- 1 -, d

the ErIti sh to e.,a.cuate their sol di ers still hop Irig to, be

able to mea-e a temporary)e pe-ce vii th Churchill to sa+9egu-rd

his rear in the west.

Or, 5 June, Hi tIer s ,.,tu n c,,a t h tot.,iard Far is. Al thou h'

the French vere rea., to fi ght, p r t i cu I cr y the French

c,:,mrr,r, i s.t_ the Goer rmer! t of bar er s and irdulstr-ial is t .

. -- - .. ,'• . ." ]i- -- i ;: '. ". . .



protect the life and property of te Western Ukrairiens and

Byelorussi a n s (h.,hich had i1 legal l1y been included as a part

of Poland in 1920) the Soviet Union kept the Germans opt o;

the eastern third of that countr>y, by occup:ring it.

The ..ar- w.as spreading and the Soviet Linion was becoi r

increas_ingl-y conicerried over i ts o.n securi ti . Of s pePc,I

concern waJs the so-cal led "Marrerhe im Li ne, a ser-ies of

huge for. titications in Friland which could be used as a

sprinaboard for an attack on the USSR. At that time, it

should be n:_te, the S.viet-Firnish border w.--as just 32

kilometers from Leningrad. The Finnish government refused

offer.s of a mutual a d agreement and rejected negoti otic-r=

concer nirng the exchange of Finnish terr-i torx near Leni r.r a-d

for twi ce as much ter r- i tory nor- thiie st of L .ke Ore... t the

end of November, 1939, the Finns shel led a Sovi et vi 1 1 age

and the Soiets .were forced to take retal i.tor.y. me.asures.

The Soviet-Finn is.h w r via._ a difficult war 4o- the

So.. i e t Uri ! Mr, tuch of the f i ght i ng .as i r, eytremel x c c1 a

w.ieatlher (-45C:, , deep sro.i dr ift s, and in a r. e i or of la e s

and dense fores ts h t c h pir ev.ented m ,Es-s i .je mare''er s anid

f I a n k i rg m o- err, e r .t T h e Mi1. n n e r h e L i n e i.: a s m u c h rm o r e

f orm I d Ib Ie t ha.n or i g n a l I :y thcught and the F i rns r c- i .,ed a

1 ar-ge aru, ur, t of supp. 1 i es fr. om the a.nti-So.,iet circles in the

USA, England and France. The LIS", al.one lent Fin!rand ter,

mill io c dcllars, agca n.st .hich that country ..,,as supplied

arms at ga 'e-a,, pr ice=. The rene,,.ed 'ed Arm.' offensive ori

the K rel iar, isthmus b e _r I 1 Februar,., 15140, and after
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Stalin consented to the German proposal. In stark contrast

to the procrastina on and mode of travel of the Western

powers" representatives, Ribbentrop arrived in Moscow by

plane on 23 August. Negotiations were opened immediately

and an agreement was signed on the ev.ening of the same di. 7 .

The Soviets are adamant about this interpretation of

the history leading to the signing of the Hitler-Stal in

Non-Aggression Pact. It is the basis for. their claim that

the causes of the Second World War lay ,in the inabilit, of

the British, French and bourgeois government oc Pc land to

conclude a defensive agreement with the Soviet Union. These

countries could not do so, the So,-o its maintain, because o+

their blind hatred for the world's first socialist state.

The real pity of the failure to reach agreement, and all

sides agree on this, is that such an agreement could very

a .=.i 1 have preven ted the Second World LWa.r.

The Start of the Scond t14crId War,

On I September, 13 '  , Germany.. invaded Poland. Hat., i ng

promised aid to Poland, both England and France declared t:ar

on Germany or, 3 Septen-iber. Hc ,ever., just as. they had

betraved Czechos.l avakia earl ier, one hundred and fifteen

French and Engl i.s.h divisions stood idly by, opposed by, at

the most, only twenty-three German divisions. The Soviets

bel ie.)e that the Western Powers both e,xpected and hoped

o'Germ ,r, t, ould rro,.ve against the So,...iet Lnion after its defeat

of Pol and. In order to prevent this possibil ity and to

I'



I I atacedBrI tI and France - -" .. ...

attacke d Sr. itain and Fr. ance, in the event he attacked PoI and

and Rumania, and in the event of an attack on the USSR using

the routes through Finland, Estonia and Latvia. These plans

included exac t numbers of Soviet divis.i ons, by type, the

numbers of guns, tanks., planes, etc. The French and Br tish

delegations had no simi lar plans. They w-jere intrested in

est abI i sh i n only gener al pr. iciples.

In the Sco iet vi en,, the rea l stumbl ing i ,loc in the

negot iatiors vas the Bri ti-sh artd French procrastir. atior,

con cern i no the Sv ie t demands for tr. ars i t r i oh t-, for Sov e t

troops thrc JuQh Pol i s.h a nd Purum...n i an terr i tory. -Y pp rer, t .'

the Br. i t i sh :rnd French Governmen ts e'xpected the .Et ret= to

...ge war . ,i t!h Gerrr,.a.y from the a. i r , Lu t under no

ci rcumstances woul d she be al 1 o.ed to mo,.-,e her for e.s

t hr-ou gh PoI i sh ter ri tory. The ta.kIVs w ere s.u n.ra. ed f.=,r

three d ar:-s beginn ing cr, 18 Augus t wh i le the ESoi ets- i,,. i t c

-for . reply to the i r proposal. s arid, f ir. ., re ,r, L r C. f

on 21 u 'u-s t wher no rep l y was rece i ,.ed.

Or, 20 fi; J=ugust Hi tler sent a c_:ble to St I ,r, cin + er 'r a

nonn-aggressior, pact. Et.' ir faced a. difficult d : sicr,. hIe

c,-uld a-tt rpt to reach a pctertlly fr.oi le a',reemert ,it

France Ard Ertam or. he could accept Gerrr,r,. s oter. E:.

.r tuJe of ar agreernet with Germa.nr , the Sc'' i et Un ior ' l

be able to a'vert the dangerous threat of ,.,19r or, two fronts,

to n eutr..al ize the an ti-Sco.,iet bloc wJhic h t ,e i mperial i sts

were secretly ner,t i at ir,.; and, at the srre time, to gair

the time necessar: . to str engther So'' et deterses . Thus,
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argue this or that propos i t i on, art'i tr ar i >' IselectI rg

isolated f ac tI i rs . fak t ik i - "sm a I acts" ) , c i t tr. rrr,

out o-f cortext , wit thout r el at ior to the o'c, le," (9) The

problem '..:.tri this, as George F. h<enran h s ponted out, is

ore wou 1 d su spec t t ha t "a.c ts" r e h i s t or i c a. 1 circumstances

or a.l 1 e ced or s.uggesF ted ci rcumristan ces ,.h ich serk-,e a

pr-ec onceived ide c ical i n t er pr e t = t c!n c the hi s t r i ca

pr-oce.ss a nd a.r e theref+or- e tc, be tr eated t h r e-, ec t

wh er e s. "f a ct1 ir, gs " are c ir cu t ar, c s wh i c h thouQh they m...v

be m k b, the a .,, iazr d qual i t c, cf h .: r a c t u -.

cc r.re r e a.I 1 to ser"ve th i s preconcei 'ed i riterpr et s on,

- an.- are therec're tc' be despised. k 10' It is ur, derta '

r rd 4c. r les ter-n h i s tor i :r.rE tco :ccep t th i s type C, h r cr

Anotlher- m j.ic- r pr.c, blem k, i th the . ic t -,. s tc.

concEr i g th he Sec on d t)or 1 d r t -. s cause: Zc a - c Z,

put is d m-: er. ial bI-efor. e 19Q . In t ha:vt w e - trr - e.Er -

fcl, ow i ig _- _-t I in' s de a. th) hFt r u .c he , den our, c ed Sta in nr h

"secret sp e --h" at tlhe 20Cl- F'.rt -cgr e. t t I _

pu i-.hen bef+ore 1;56 g_,..e Sta 1 in credit f,-. ra terr, dn r

re e,,er deta i cf the Sovu.iet ca.rra:igns. Fo!r e.a.ple,

* te r eed cf the CJerm n a d.)ance in 1 ' ar4 1.rd I ';.

"p1 an ed" t S t , in to c draw-. the Iehrmc :-,t deep i n to us i a

exhaust the Germans and defeat them I encirclement a r,-

Scrush irig blo t.J Stal in s. name wa s men tior, ed at lea-ist three

times a. page. ' 1I ' t is r, ci wcnr de r. mos t ,e s- t e r n ve r s. i or,

. i ttten t e:c, r e 1 h'5 h Ed truc:le +ir,,ding, let alone

jl u t i rg, differrence s o ri terpretat i on,

0
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Even after- 1956 there was a sense of secrecy and

remoteness surrounding the Eastern Front. It was assumed

all Russian writings were nothing but ex post facto

rationalizations since believable Soviet versions did not

appear unti I the cold ,.iar had already heated up. The Gem

versions of the battles on the Eastern Front were all tha t

estern hi stc'r i ans had to go b, for a 1 ong time. AI though

the Germars wrote prol if i cal I , and accuate I -,, about the

years ';'41-1943, there is very little in the German mem.:Ire B

about the "-Years of defeat" after 1943. German accounts

blame -failures alonQ the Eastern Fro nt on Hitler -- the

farm; ir "stab in the ba.ck." Al s o., i t i s p o s = i b t h e

Gerrr,_ra .iere tel 1 iFrg us what i.e war ted to hear.

T h e Fu s s i ar v e r s i o n s u r. e 1 y m ,; st ha . e anere d WJestern

his to r iar-s y,.:, frequent ethnocer, tr i c aser ti on s., such as the

1 e: forces advanced into Normandy after [-da/ "wi th

pr i tcalI r1 o opp cs i t i on " In f+ic t , there's some th inQ toc,

u pset sorrecrc i n the West in j.u-st .,ut eer y par a gra.F.h c,f

t he _c' i e t e r. ' n C Coup I e t h i s (,., i t h th e a.r r ." r, , c,, c., e t

h a't t of u i r, ccmmu rti st terms art e.x::pr e ss i c, rs h ch are not

accep ted in we tster. c r-c I es asz h ?-i r: a r:. es tabl I ished

sc en t ;f I c mear, i rci, ard c,u h ..'e " h i s tor ," that is ha r d to-

bel ev-.,e ar eaaS-, to i Qr, ore,

Fin l , there is no s mall prcb Ilem with the fa.cts, as

we kno.wi them. For- example, the Sc''iet figure of total

Germans k i ledI on the Ea.stern Front is ter, mi 1 ion. That _

abcut three t imes Qreater than, Germr, cl irs, of the losses
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suffered on all fronts of the war-. (12) ddli tional I'x muc:h

is omi tted from Souiet accounts. The mil i tr:r> purges !-.hich

caused three out of five Mar.shal Is of the Sc-.iet Union to

disappear, to say> nothing of the rate of diseappearance Oi

the Arm" and Corps commanders is simply riot di scussed. To

use the Soui et euphemism, in operational units thfere .as a

$1severe shor t ce" of tr. Ai ned comar n ders. (13.) Not 'jr, true,

but al so not p.rt i cul a.r1 hel pful to historians. And no one

has beer E.ble to calculate hot' mar,-. Russ iar,s Stal in hsmsrr,_e

ill ed. Those who haue tried gi ve twen tV mii,-i or, dead

dur Sri tg aS l in s r- eign, as a c r, ser,.,.eti,.. e e strrnate. A.--

Stephar Cohen hs sA i d s c, 1 e ",Judged cr, I b- the number

o+ victi rr, e n;r;d lee'.' ir a side irporta, nt d iffer erces b-eti..'eer,

the t'. re r , StaI irisr c r. eated a holoc._aust Cre:ter than

Hi t ler s ." h4 T at E , I e t h i tor i a.r, fA i to rc.t ice su :h

t hi rtr as the mjr der cf tite,,e-,t, rt , 1 1 i cr o4  the i r fe 1lo.

cctrmer in the ir open ccc urots causes ari unr:der-=taar.,Cle

c r edt. i. , g i the [lest .

,-,.e''er., e,,er p..rar, ,: d s h a,.e real enerr, es. S rd the

- et- rr, a. 1, a casz-e aa.ins t our .ers:cnr cf + e eccnr

ics- I d II.,r as e 1

Ir c,. b e m i t h th e ! r r er i o n:

Our. 'ers i on of the Second I.c.r I d [ta r could prov.ide a

"case study" of the pr ob err,- cre..ted b, ethnocentrism. To a

ce r t r: e t e ri t i t h a.s Mr . :en E'ooth, a t the Un i vers. ty.

Ccl ege ef Le1es, uses the twar and the ccl d t,,ar fol o.,,li ng i t
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to outl ine many of his arguments in his book Strate.' and,,

Ethnocentrism. For example, he points out that in Liddell

Hart"s The History of the Second World War "..the campaigns

inRussia, which settled the issue, were virtually treated

as a. side show. Essentially it reads as a volume in the

history of the Eriti_.h Mrr.."(157 He goes on to point out

that "all the elements of ethrocentric perception were

brou-ht together in the cold w. " We did not appreciate

the $oovict s prol emrs, feel their pain, understand their

amb i t i ors , or- internal ize their experience. Nor did they

t..hen the. 1 oked iest . ( 16) In The Fuss-,-errr -r, .r

5 A -1I4 Albert S e a ton wro, te :. . p, age- or ,ents r-rr irr

upi, to 1 '743 and orl>. 50 pasges to coer the per ilod after 1'43.

Simply st -ted, our fa.thers, uncles and brother s did not

fight on the Eastern Front . Therefore , no m.tter hoj much

of the Sec ond LWo 1r-I d Lar ha ppened in R'uss- a , our k.,er si on , i

a I.ta' , be the jar in the P ac if i c an.d in IJes tern Eurogp e

That i s the t.,r to our fathers, and to us, their ch ldren.

In al I +a i rness , our ethnocentr i sm has resul ted mor e i ,

a dees s a r, d ser ies of omissions than in outr ig ht

f r- sif i cB1 on . Arnd, given Sci..i et sources befc,r e 1;5- 5 a

aIr ead- d iscussed, this is partial.r understartdabl e.

Add t ion:, lIx, as mi i tar y hi stcr ians frequer, t 1 p i:nrnt ou t

there are numerous problems regardircg the size, as wel I as

the avai labi lit>' of unpubl ished research mater ials. U.S.

Army reco r -ds alone weigh 17,120 tons and fi 1 1 188 mi les c,

fi 1 nig cases. (17) Since the history based or, these recc, rd

...............................- . . "."



is scheduled to include eighty volumes, one must, of

necessi ty, be highly selective and rely hea,,ily on official

histories. It is in the process of "selection" that

hi stor. i ans tend to overemphasize the battles of Western

Europe. Ethnocentr irsm aside, the a.atlabl e material is or,

"our-" war. ir the UJest, and there is plerty to keep

historians busy there.

It has o ,ly beer, ir, the I ast ten ,.ears tht marx

d oc,: u m e r, t = o r, t h e e c cc In d J o r 1 d i a r h a ''e b e e rl d e -- I asE= I ie

"rid the process goes or today. As documents a.re

d cl as Ii ed , t he h i st or i an i,  frustrated by havi r to m :Pe

rrmnr,uscr ipt re ,isiors as the research beco, mes dated.

Fur therore D i, ma rx documerts - p 1>i,. remaIn closed to

unofficial researchers. (18) Lie had suppressed mu:h ,:,f the

Secord IJ.,rld [Jar because of the role of LIITRA', MHGIC and

,a r iou s ntell iger,,e ope r _ticrs dur irig the oar-. rS trI

i r+.t r ma t , cri f i rid- i ts ,,a. i r, t o the open fol oc i r, _

decl assificatior, at 2:0, S05 and 40-year ir, tervaIs , irt t.ould

appear , that the more impor tarit the c,:tr i butt or; c-4 LILTP'" tc

the tr , the le=_ effect tue our m li i tan>' fces c-ui ac..r

to ha,,e teer,. This, coupled twi th So,,iet claims of hair;

"-c,r the ioar , toqe ther 1i th our tirr, r, our er tra nce i n to the

towar r, Europe so as to giet to Berl i ri ard draii a I ire across

Europe before the So.,iets iwent "past" Eer 1 I in he deo wkest

might encourage some hard questions. First, w, as our

invs cr, cf Frar,c nrterded to "hel p " the 'Sc ets or to

U



"stop" them from spreading their influence, if not their

forces, throughout Europe, or both?

Another problem with the Western version of the war is

more difficult to understand than ethrocetrism, which car

happen by accident. The stud, of the Soviet Union became a

large academic profession during the worst years of the cold

war.. There was some study, mcs ty l anguage , i tera tur e, and

history before the Second World War, but ser ious funding,

organizations, etc. did not occur until the 1940s and 1950s

when the U.S. and U.S.S.R. were confronting each other from

Korea to Europe, and again, after Sputnik .as launched in

15'57. As a result, Soviet acaderric studies became a high 1.

poli ticized profession. The main reason s to write .t,cujt tf-.e

Sovi e ts _f ter the war was to showv that "Commun i sr , e'.' i 1

or that ...,e needed to "know. the enemy better." s Stephar

Ccher points out, the field of So.,iet studies "...took

sh-epe, after a. I , in a poisonous atmosphere of tI tch-hunt in

the educat i oral profess ion that included House LIr-Arr, er i car

4ctivities Committee's investi ation into "Comrurist Methods

of Infiltration" in 1953, the firing of a.t least six hundred

professors and teachers across the country, di-lcy.,_ I ty

al legations agai nst many more. . ." "Lov,-1er-!e,veI te-cher-s of

Soviet and other Communist affairs particularlv.- felt the

political stress and need to conform." (19' Cohar notes the

problem is still with us today,. "Not surprisingly," he

writes, "revi sionis t sc!holar.s stil I worr. : a ,,-,ut appearin g to

29
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be "softheaded" or "soft on Communism," if only because that

might jeopardize their access to policy circles." (20)

Can we really be writing accurate history that says

anything even neutral about a country our President is

call ing "an Ev I Empire,?" "Focus of Evi 1" and "ash heap cf

history" remarks are pretty rough on an academ c communi ti

:till tryinQ to un.,frap the "mystery inside an enigma" but it

probably doesn"t make that much di ference because fewr,, are

influenced by the academic w.r ters anyway. UinI ike any other

country in the w.Jorld, the basi. c 1 i terature of the S,'.'i et

Lnion is. dominated by non-academic writers, from lapsed

Comm run is t s and emi gres to government anal >Ists and

Journal i sts. Think back to the b':coks that ha..,e ha.d the

gre a test impact or, the way you fee 1 about the So.' i et Ur i n,

Could they include Hedrick Smith's The Russ ians, Andr et.,

Csc,.burn "s Irs ide the Sc i et Threat, Ark.d:. Shevcher o-.s

.Erea.k-i nc4 t.ii th Mlosco., or the books by Vi ktor Suvor.o' or

Al exander Sol zhen i tsYn? Where are the h i s tor ian.sE. rdn-

acaiderr c j..r i ter.s?

Finl I I , there i s another good reas; son wuh. : we .have a

di stor tec -,Hei., c,- the hi-tory of the war -- i gnorance Ir,

the August-September 19,83 issue of "Publ ic Opinion,"

Benjamin J. Stein reports on, as he calls it, the astounding

level of i gnorance of the Southern Cal i forn i a teenager.

Granted, it was not a scientific surve.,,, but he described

talk ing to a student a t USC who did not ha.ve any clear ides

w h en the Second Wdor ld War was fought. She be i et'ed i t toS E
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sometime this. century (a journalism major!!). Even more

difficult to understand, she was not sure which side Russia

was on and whether Germany was or our side or against us.

In-fact, Mr. Stein writes, "I have not yet found one single

student in Los Angeles, in either college or high school,

who could tell me the years when World War II ..as fought."

"Of the teenagers with whom I work, none had ever heard of

ladimir 11,ich Lenin. ("Was he the drummer with the

Beetles before Ringo Starr?") Only one could identify Josef

Stalin. ("He was president just before Roosevelt.") None

had ever heard of the Warsaw Pact. None could tell m e what

NATO stood for. ("Aren't they the ones who put up the spa:ce

shuttle and all those things?")(21)

"If a student has no idea when World War II was and who

the combatants were and what they fought over, that same

humar being is likely to be ignorant of just what this

society stands for. If we are going to upgrade our

educational system, if we are going to start teaching again,

I hope we will begin by instructing young Amer icans with

histori cal facts and wi.th concepts about why the society is

worth preserving. People who do not vlue what they hve

rarel:y keep it for long, and neither Jill we." 2c''

If all of this sounds "made up" to you, I recommend you

do what I did when I first heard of Stein's article. I

asked twenty American soldiers in my unit if they could tell

me when the Second iorl 1d lar was fought. I accepted an>

ans''er close to 1?40 and two managed to get it right. The
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answ s,,.ers I received corifused ~lorld War II wi th the

Revol utionary , Civil and Korean wars. Eer, though my un i t

did better than the city of Los Angeles, I was very

di s- p pci n ted.

High School and Col 1 ege students may not need to know

what happened on the Eastern Front in the Second ,or I d Liar

U.S. Arm Officers cer tainly do need to knowj wha at happened

t h er e,

C-;ric} us. i on

I t seems s trange to be sa> i ng on the 40 th ann i ver sary

of the end of the Second L.or ld W.,.a_ r that an e ccur ate vers i o

of the .ar is some .here i n be tween the So.. i e t ard the

Western ver s i ons. N o me t t e r h oeer f r ee of , b o , r

dedicated h istorians tr.y to present their, caeses abou t the

(0'..r , for Amer i ca rs the war, in the Pa.cific and the i n.uas.i or,

cit c'ccup ei d France a.nd the f i -ht to .e in ,'i } 1 a ..:. . be

the :e . everi t= of the Second Wor ld War. For the Br i ti sh it

1, ! be the c .rr;: . i i r France , orrth Afr i c. Bun m. th t

.1 1 ne,.,er be for : t t en , F ,'- the So. i e t s. wiho o i 'ed tthr, ough

the ermn.r, i ny zS i or of the i r c our tr , the '.:'0-d( 0 ,. s e Ige cit

Leni n.;r ad, the se ioe of Ste:l i ngrad and the defense of Mloscow

are their m emrr,, r ie s of the w.ar . For them the war or, the

Eastern Front wi 1 1 always be the decisi ve struggl e of the

war . Ary attempt to es tab I i sh a.n " i r ter nat i or I

under s tandi n" of the e'.'en ts of the war which disregards

these differ ences of background w, i II have 1 i t tIe chance of
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success. The best we can hope for is a history of the war

that presents a more balanced picture than we haei today --

a history that, at least, minimizes the distortions and

presents all the facts.

We in the West will never fully understand the

intensity of the hatred and the ferocit> of the fighting

between the Soviets and the Germans. This was. no war fought

in cold blood. A Soviet version of "Hogan's Heros" is

totally unthinkable. The Second W.orld War was the most

significant event in the history of the Soviet Union. The

horrors of that war, the terrible loses, and the nearness to

defeat hee had their effect on all who surv i ed it. When

i ts ci t izens have been taught th.at E r i taiin, France a.nd the

Lnited States acted in ways stongl: anti-Soviet before,

dur ing and after Russia"s period of greatest need, it is

easier to understand their suspicions of all Iestern

in; t at i ,,es. Their hi story, or their version of our commorn

hi--t ory, ha.s taught them to distrust us. In this w,,ay their

percep t ions of history may be more important than the facts.

As Gecr ge F. Kennan wrote t.,ien ty-f i ye years ago , "Among

those of us who work in... [the].,,field of histor cal stud '

there is roe , I am sure, wh'ho woul d not be free to admi t

that the western countries have from t ime to t ime made

serious mistakes in the relations with the Soviet Linion. I

know of none of us who is committed to pro.',ing that our s ide

was without fault and that the dip lomacy of the other side

cons i sted exclusively of .i 1 1 a i ny. If a correspond ing
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forbearance could only be shown on the other side, I for one

could hope that the study of history might be, as it should

be, one of the means by which each of our countries could

gain a measure of perspective with regard to itself and b.

which we could begin to reduce the differences of outlook

that nowi divide us." (23)

Li stening to a knowlegeablIe Russ.ian ta lk about the

hi story o the Second Wor 1 d LIar as he understends it is an

uncomfortable experience. It causes the westerner to

reconsi der some of the bas i c e.-.mp t i cns.about the '.ar .. h ich

have been taught as unquest ionable facts of history in our

public end milit~r.> schools. At first, it .- ea.sy to

ration al Ize the difference in perspective. He kne. less

about the events outside the Eastern Front th.n I kne. .b:u .

the Eastern Front. His. vers ion o+ ever:ts was

oversimpl ified. He undoubtedl y suspected thet some of the

th i rgs he he d been taught ..e re not true -- al though he never

sa d so. Hojever, it had alwa.yjvs been clear to me thet we

had not , i,..en the Russians proper credit for their.

cor tr ibutions to the wer in Europe. Fur ther., I bega.n to

feel trat a 1thc.igh I me.y not heve been taught 1 ies, e the

Puis-ens w.ere, I had cer t.ainl.- not beer taeught the iwho le

tr utr . W.ha.t made me so very uncomfortebl e is the

real izetion that there are many people in the tie.st whc are

plannirig str.ategy , me ing ass.essrents and pol icy decii nE

from 'ery high poeitions ,.hc are not a-ere cf the Soviet

- ,, - - - . , -o - ,, " . .



version of the war years anid admit to no problems with ours.

It worried me then and it still worries me.

We have written our histories of W~orl 1d lar II to

emphasize our battles and neglected the major campaigns of

the Allies and the main course of the war. On the other

hand, the Soviets intensely study their war to gauge its

appl icability to the preparatior and conduct of cntemp:rr.

war. What better, more practical , reason to knou more atout

"their" war. Our historians may quietly murmur "me-a r

but our Army,. Officers in the 1980s are rot studyincg the

tactics and doctrine of the most prolonged and massi ie ar

in histor. That, in itself, is painful to say" to a LI.S.

mi1 itary officer. It becomes more painful to say this also

happens to be the history of the tactics., strate:.y, and

dc tr ine c4 cur mcst poter-fu1 poter t i al enem. toda., Ihat

makes i t most painful is that i t was a Russi an Army 0"f cer

-- an d he woultd be a good one in ay Arm -- who told me so.
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